Ferrous ions detected in iron-overloaded cord blood plasma from preterm and term babies: implications for oxidative stress.
Redox active iron chelatable to bleomycin is often present in the plasma of cord blood samples taken from preterm and term babies. The low caeruloplasmin and high ascorbate levels in plasma at birth may allow this iron to exist in the reduced ferrous state. In support of this postulate thirteen cord blood samples showing the presence of low molecular mass iron were able to degrade DNA in the presence of bleomycin and plasma.